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Is a statement just one type of the illocutionary acts?:

What are the characteristics of the statements in the Philosophy Cafe?
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In Speech Act Theory, developed by Austen and colleagues, a statement is just one type of
illocutionary acts. I criticize this view as failing to consider that an inappropriate statement is
correctable and that further statements are necessary to assess whether it is appropriate. As a
concrete example, I will show that this criticism is valid for statements made in the Philosophy Cafe.
At the same time, through a critique of Speech Act Theory, I will show that there are four
characteristics of statements in the Philosophy Cafe: Continuity, Distance from daily life,

Acceptance of change of opinion, and Emphasis on honesty (Integrity).
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