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Civic Class using the “philosophical inquiry with children” approach:

Lessons from the class using a “mediating material”
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The purpose of this paper is to suggest a framework of a class design that naturalises the connection
between the “philosophical inquiry with children” lesson and a lesson centered on the history of
philosophical thought. To this end, it proposes a “mediating material” and shows its applicability to
Civics “Rinri”. This paper begins by reviewing key literatures of “Philosophy for Children” and
identifies the problem associated with translating its theory into practice. Then, the paper proposes
the idea of “mediating material” and introduces and analyzes actual lesson cases. By doing so, a core
idea of the “mediating material” shall be presented and its applicability to Civics “Rinri” is

considered.
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