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What are the competency and skills that dialogue and collaborative inquiry foster?
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The international trend in education and learning is shifting from literacy and contents-based to
competency and skill-based, and social & emotional skills such as respect for others, caring, empathy,
and collaboration with others are considered as important skills in the 21st century. This paper
argues that educational practices based on Safe Communities of Inquiry should foster these social
and emotional skills, and that the traditionally emphasized thinking and cognitive skills should be
repositioned as collaborative skills that are integrated with the former. It also presents how these

skills can be fostered within specific educational programs.
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