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Metacognitive Knowledge in Facilitation of Philosophical Dialogue
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This study investigates the structure of metacognitive knowledge that shapes the desirability and
prioritization of judgments in facilitating philosophical dialogue. Verbatim protocols from six expert
facilitators were qualitatively analyzed to identify metacognitive knowledge implicit in their practice.
The analysis shows convergences and divergences across three dimensions: the psychological
conditions supporting dialogue, the orientation and quality of inquiry, and the facilitator’s roles and
techniques. The findings suggest that all experts shared a metacognitive understanding that
prioritizing an environment where participants feel safe, can disclose themselves without strain, and
can focus on thinking is likely to constitute an important foundational condition for philosophical
dialogue. Based on these insights, the study outlines a conceptual structure of metacognitive

knowledge common to expert facilitators.
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